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To engage stakeholders of the public mental health system in consensus building, leading to 
adaptation of the Program for Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) throughout rural areas of 
South Carolina.

SCColumbia
Children's Mental Health Services
South Carolina Department of Mental Health

SC-02

9/30/99 8/31/04
$737,543

SM52916

FY 99 Funding:
Congressional District:

Project Period: -

,

Bridges to Success will establish a system of care for adolescents with SED, ages 16-21, and their 
families in Greenwood, SC.  Multiple service systems will be engaged: community mental health 
centers (including adolescent-adult bridging programs), juvenile justice, child welfare, vocational 
rehabilitation, business, housing, school systems, public health, the Medicaid agency, substance 
abuse agency, and both the SC Family Support Network and SC Share (a consumer group).  The 
program focuses on education, training, and employment leading to self-sufficiency in adulthood 
for these adolescents.
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This project examines alternative approaches to providing supported employment services within a 
rural, southern Community Mental Health Center with a large African-American population. Two 
approaches (the Program of Assertive Community Treatment-Integrated Vocational Rehabilitation 
and the Individual Placement and Support) integrate employment services with mental health and 
other community support services in an assertive community treatment model but differ with 
respect to how services are integrated.  The third approach is the standard community support 
program that includes non-integrated supported employment services.  Persons with severe mental 
illness have been randomly assigned to the three treatment conditions.   Outcome assessments will 
look at competitive employment, ratio of earnings to mental health/employment service costs, 
community tenure, satisfaction with services, family relations and symptom stability.
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,

The three goals of the South Carolina Department of Mental Health (DMH) are to develop 
indicators not already collected in the State that reflect the required Five State Feasibility Study 
indicators.  The second goal of the Department will be to include input from consumers, family 
members, and other advocates.  A third goal will be to give clinicians and consumers information 
on best practices for mental health services.  South Carolina is currently able to compile 15 of the 
28 indicators required.  In this project, resources will also be used to refine the 15 established 
indicators to ensure that systems are in place to collect consistently defined and accurate data.  The 
ultimate goal is to develop a refined performance indicator system which will be implemented on a 
State-wide basis by the end of the three year period.
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SC SHARE is South Carolina's only mental health consumer-run, not-for-profit organization.  SC 
SHARE's mission is to empower people with mental illness by building and maintaining a network 
of self-help groups guided by the principles of respect, acceptance and love.  SC SHARE works 
with the mental health systems to educate consumers and professionals, teach consumer leadership 
and promote public awareness.  This State networking grant will allow SC SHARE to empower 
consumers by teaching leadership and business skills, offer opportunities to collaborate with sister 
advocacy agencies through resource development training initiatives and by building a stronger 
voice for consumers in mental health systems.  SC SHARE will track the number and type of 
technical assistance identified by participants during training institutes.
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The Pathways Teen Mother Support Project serves teen- parents ages 13-17 in four rural South 
Carolina counties. Data will be collected continuously on services used at baseline and six month 
intervals on the major outcomes of this project includes: 1) drug, alcohol, and tobacco use; 2) 
pregnancy and family planning; 3) academic and work-related achievement; and 4) indicators of 
well being for teen mothers.
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,

The target population for this study are persons with complex co-occurring health and social 
problems associated with primary, severe alcohol and other drug use disorders, but who "fall 
between the gaps" in the substance abuse, mental heath, public/community health, and social 
service systems.  The  Assertive Community treatment (ACT) is an innovative service model for 
serving such persons that have not been empirically tested for its impact on primary, severe 
substance abuse problems.

SCColumbia
Targeted Capacity Expansion for Substance Abuse Treatment
South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse
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,

The project is proposing safe housing following the completion of residential treatment or a safe 
place to live while in intensive outpatient treatment. This project will serve women and their 
children.  The expansion will include a customized job training program for women.  The case 
management component will ensure that linkages for service and support are coordinated. The 
project will continue to support women after they have returned to their communities. The children 
will receive a full range of assessment and developmental services.
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